
Dear John,

     I recently started dating again after a painful divorce. I've had dinner with a few guys, 
and one in particular caught my interest right away. We've had six dates and each has 
been better than the last. The sixth was best of all because we made love.

Needless to say, I am very into him. But it's hard to know his feelings for me. I don't know 
a whole lot about him and want to be cautious after my divorce. I'm fearful of being 
played. How can I tell how serious he is?

Signed,

Play ball, Scarecrow?

Dear Play ball, Scarecrow?

     I'd like to tell you to trust your instincts here, but trusting your instincts about love and 
romance is a risky proposition. Lovesick fools are frequently foolish, and hopeless 
romantics are often hopeless. Therefore, I suggest first and foremost you communicate 
with this guy. Without giving away the mystery of your budding relationship, indicate your 
feelings and ask about his toward you.

That being said, you need not worry about him being a player. Players don't wait six 
dates. They wait six hours. A player who waits six dates to make a play is laughed out of 
the Player's Union.

But the question remains, how can you tell if his answers will match his true feelings?

To measure his sincerity, communicate with yourself as much as with him. Ask yourself if 
he makes time for you and includes you in his daily life. Does he introduce you to his 
family and friends? Does he respect you and your opinions? Is he open and candid with 
you?

If the answers to these questions are yes, you are in clover. If not, Scarecrow, you're 
probably just a roll in the hay.

Thanks for playing,

John

Dear John,

     Two months ago my girlfriend broke up with me out of the blue. She said she didn't 
feel anything anymore and vanished. I was heartbroken, especially because she hooked 
up with another guy quickly afterwards. It took a long time for me to move on, and now 
that I have, she's started acknowledging my presence again. I don't know if she's playing 
games or what, but the other night at a party she flirted with me and let me know she was 
single "at the moment".

Whenever she asks, I tell her I still love her. I called her after the party, but she didn't pick 
up. I left a heartfelt message, but never got a return call. My brain tells me to be strong 
and continue getting over her, but my heart(and another part of me) want to call her 
again. What do you think I should do?

Signed,

Just a Tot

Dear Just a Tot

     Your letter demonstrates that men aren't the only rotten ones out there, nor are 
women the only patsies. Women are just as capable of playing fast and loose with lovers' 
hearts, and men can be as gullible as the most blinded-by-love women.

It sounds like your ex got in touch simply because she needed an ego boost. She saw 
you losing interest, so she strung you along until you pined for her again.

I suggest you keep your cards closer to your vest. Professing undying love and showing 
a willingness to be a Yo Yo will only keep you on that string.

And please refrain from listening to your heart and you're other part. They are beyond 
stupid in times like these. Listen only to your brain.

Thanks for playing,

John


