
     My live-in boyfriend of eight years isn't talking to me after accusing me of sabotaging 
our sex life. He says I bring up unpleasant topics immediately after the act, like 
complaining about the messy yard or asking if he's played squash lately (something he 
used to do to keep in shape). I have never meant to sabotage our love life or demean 
him. If I have done it, it was on a subconscious level. And besides, the only reason our 
yard is an unpleasant topic is because he never mows the grass! How can I make him 
chill out and talk to me again?

Signed,

Cold Shoulder

Dear Cold Shoulder

     Suggesting you aren't responsible for inappropriately-timed conversations or 
weakly-veiled insults because they were said subconsciously is like a drunk claiming his 
bad behavior is excusable because he was drunk. If you dig deep, you might come to 
realize that your "subconscious" innuendo isn't as subconscious as you think. A better 
definition of it might be passive-aggressiveness.

There is no harm in wanting a clean yard or a fit partner, but you should find a more 
appropriate time to bring up these issues. I suggest you take a cold look at yourself to 
understand your role in the sexual sabotage your boyfriend complains about. If he sees 
you taking ownership of your words, and then notices a change in your tactics, he may 
warm back up to you.

Thanks for playing,

John

Dear John,

     I'm sure this will be one of the more pathetic stories you've heard, but here goes! I 
basically set myself up to get hurt by entering into a f**k buddy relationship and guess 
what? Now I'm hurt! I met him online and thought I just wanted some fun with someone. 
We met first in a pub to see if we clicked, and then I saw him twice after that for sex. I 
then decided not to continue with the situation as I knew I was developing feelings and 
felt cheap after not hearing from him for two weeks. When he did text I told him the no 
strings attached thing wasn't for me as it made me feel cheap. He said he fancied me 
and didn't want to end it. He said he liked me for more than sex, but it wasn't the right 
time for him to get into a relationship. So for the last couple of weeks we have kept in 
touch as friends only. I never initiate texting, it is always him. He texted a couple of days 
ago and told me that he had been at a stag party and got laid. I am now gutted all over 
again! I really didn't need to know! I know I have no rights over him and I understand the 
rules of NSA but I'm upset that he had so little respect that he could tell me about another 
woman. How do I get over this? I've decided to not stay in touch but how do I get over 
feeling so cheap? I keep thinking he does want a relationship, just not with me!

Signed,

Feelin Cheap Ain't Easy

Dear Feelin Cheap Ain't Easy

     It sounds like you did things right in this "relationship". You knew the rules of the NSA 
game, and backed out when deeper feelings emerged. The situation made you feel 
cheap, so you stopped it. I commend you for listening to your conscience and knowing 
where your line is. Hell, I commend you for having a line.

Would you have felt less cheap by screwing somebody you had no chance of developing 
feelings for? I doubt it.

Beyond that, I disagree with your premise that he had no respect for you. He may not 
have wanted exclusivity, but at least he respected you enough to be honest. Would it 
have been better if he pretended he wanted to be exclusive and kept the stag party hook 
up in the dark? I doubt it.

As stated in an earlier column, the f**k buddy routine isn't for the faint of heart. Maybe 
you've determined it isn't for you; or maybe you've determined it is, just not with people 
you might actually grow fond of. Either way, don't let this blip ruin your confidence or 
make you feel cheap. If you really were cheap, you would not have felt cheap during this 
little episode

You are a woman with good instincts and have handled the situation well. Don't be too 
hard on yourself. Learn from the experience and move on. And keep listening to your 
conscience. It kept you on the straight and narrow before, and won't steer you wrong in 
the future.

Thanks for playing,

John


